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Abstract  
 
The occupation of public squares during the Arab Spring in 2011 across the Middle East and North Africa have 

revealed new layers of complex practices of liberatioÕɯÜÚÌËɯÛÖɯÊÖÜÕÛÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÙÈÛÌÎÐÌÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÎÐÔÌɀÚɯÚÌÊÜÙÐÛàɯ

apparatus. There emerged a need to critically detect and analyse the spatial practices of the liberated spaces as 

forms of sustained resistance that facilitated political gains. During the 18 days of the Egyptian Revolution of 

2011, public space, long neglected, again became a political domain that witnessed unusual spatial practices and 

a contested terrain for society, in sum, a space for protest and resistance for the entire population of Cairo. Th is 

research shall focus on Tahrir Square in Cairo as ȿspace of politicsɀɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÌÐÎÏÛÌÌÕɯËÈàÚ long Egyptian 

Revolution, i.e., from Jan 25 till Feb 11 2011. The aim of the research is to investigate how socio-spatial practices 

transformed public space from being a congested traffic hub into an active and animated space for resistance 

that was equally accessible to different factions, social strata, media outlets, and urban social groupings, as 

determined by popular cultures and social responsibilities. It advances our knowledge on the way social 

movements manipulate, manage and occupy vast urban spaces with great flexibility and autonomous spatial 

tactics. 3ÈÏÙÐÙɯ2ØÜÈÙÌɯÞÈÚɯÙÌ×ÙÖËÜÊÌËȮɯÐÕɯÈɯ×ÙÖÊÌÚÚɯÖÍɯɁÚ×ÈÊÌɯÈËÈ×ÛÈÛÐÖÕ,ɂ1 to accommodate forms of social 

organization and administration. This adaptation of space embedded spatial patterns of activities and practices 

from the earliest days, all of which shall be described and classified by the research through a frame structure.  

 

      This research investigates the physical appearance of democratic performance in public space through acts of 

resistance over a delineated space from three-years of socio-spatial fieldwork and spatio -political research. The 

thesis employs an inter-disciplinary case study methodolo gy comprising of two phases ɬ descriptive 

explanatory and exploratory ɬ to investigate the change in socio-spatial practices and dynamics of urban space. 

In this research, an interactive representation of narratives will be presented in order to address the complexity 

of the problem, i.e., the integration of architectural, social, political, historical, and spatial materials to construct a 

multi -layered analysis and significant account. Diverse research methods are utilized , such as: the collection of 

historical background data of space, contemporary reports, unstructured interviews with 50 involved actors, 

documented narratives, and direct observations. Through undertaking analytical surveys and decoding of 

information of the events, a systematic classification of socio-spatial patterns and distribution of activities of 

daily intervals through the five main themes was generated. This research presents a matrix of analytical maps 

tracing the five main themes: hospitalization and emergency support, living and life needs supplies, media and 

news display, prayers and ritual practices, and art and freedom of expression. This matrix is a tool with which to 

display conflict over space, and explicitly, how Tahrir Square was re -conceptualized. In doing so, this thesis 

deploys innovative ways to highlight social practices that spatially occupied a significant part of downtown 

Cairo and how changes occurred over the time. Studying the evidence of each theme separately, the dynamics 

and changing location of activities and rational processes of management can be systematically analyzed and the 

complexity of the performative space understood.  The physical space, hence, became a socio-spatial sphere that 

is adjustable, flexible domain of human praxis rather than a rigid physi cal container of human actors. 

 

      Thus, this approach proposes a new perspective for looking at the recent uprisings and revolts in public 

squares through tracing their dynamics and socio -spatial practices. This can be useful in understanding similar 

cases of uprisings and suggests the value of further research into the process of re-conceptualization of public 

space. The research presented here, and it is supporting methodology, developed as a way to capture the values 

and capacities that are in play dÜÙÐÕÎɯÚÜÊÏɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÜÓÈÙɯȿÚ×ÈÛÐÈÓɯÖÍɯÙÌÝÖÓÛɀȭɯThe thesis is a valuable addition to 

literature on the understanding of qualities of, human interaction with urban spaces, and their political role in 

the contemporary city. It has potential application for activi sts, public space occupiers, planners, architects, 

anthropologists , theorists and dictators or governments seeking to control urban unrest.   

                                                           
1 Lefebvre, H. (1992). The production of space.  Wiley-Blackwell; 1 edition .p 73 
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1. Introduction  

 

 

 
1.1. Problem Identification  

 
      Recent occupations of public spaces have witnessed extensive pro-democratic revolts and remarkable 

political changes, not only emerging from the North African and Middle Eastern cities during the Arab Spring, 

but also occupied public spaces in the U.S.A. and Europe. These democratic practices represent a conflict and 

dissÈÛÐÚÍÈÊÛÐÖÕɯÛÏÈÛɯÊÈÕɯÉÌɯËÌÚÊÙÐÉÌËɯÈÚɯÊÖÕÚÌØÜÌÕÊÌÚɯÖÍɯÈɯȿËÌÔÖÊÙÈÊàɯËÌÍÐÊÐÛɀȮɯÐÕɯÞÏÐÊÏɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÚÛÙÜÎÎÓÌËɯÛÖɯÜÚÌɯ

urban squares as a space to practice democracy and receive attention for their causes. In sum, it was a way to 

encounter the governing system and its failings. These consequences of democratic deficit entailed political 

activism and demands for a greater democratization of state and society which required physical arenas to 

perform democratic rights. Therefore, physical public spaces appeared as decisive elements within the political 

discourse on how to practice a democratic society. In recent political science literature , John Parkinson takes this 

initiative one step further by claiming that physical spaces become even more important to political act ion thus 

even in a society where politics and communications tend to become virtual, political communications require, 

"a physical event to focus on the thing that is transmitted." 2 Thus, physical public space matters to democracy 

and consequently, to neglect the physical space in which urban society inhabits can be detrimental for the health 

of that democratic society. Public spaces during recent democratic performances have introduced a 

corresponding new ȿspace for politicsɀ. The significance of this effective democratic performance and attracting 

the attention of the world was due to highly organized spatial tactics used by protesters to manipulate the 

2ÛÈÛÌɀÚɯÖ××ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯÈÓÓÖÞɯÛÏÌÔɯÛÖɯÖÊÊÜ×àɯÈɯÒÌàɯÚ×ÈÊÌɯÍÖÙɯÚÌÝÌÙÈÓɯËÈàÚɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÐÛɯÞÈÚɯÊÙÌÈÛÐÝÌÓàɯadapted 

in order to reuse it and some of its surrounding buildings.  

 

      3ÈÏÙÐÙɯ2ØÜÈÙÌɯÐÕɯ"ÈÐÙÖɯÈÚɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÚÌɯ×ÜÉÓÐÊɯÚ×ÈÊÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÔÖÙÌɯÛÏÈÕɯƕƔƔɯàÌÈÙÚɯÖÓËɯÙÌ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÚɯ$Îà×ÛɀÚɯ

secular history since 40s and has already its significant meaning, use and complex layers of qualities: historical, 

social, political, cultural and spatial one. Tahrir Square is a product of diverse and distinct spatial traditions 

intertwined in the space. As such, this particular public space has witnessed critical moments of pro tests in the 

ÏÐÚÛÖÙàɯÖÍɯ$Îà×ÛɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ!ÙÐÛÐÚÏɯÊÖÓÖÕÐáÈÛÐÖÕɯÜÕÛÐÓɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÊÌÕÛɯÔÈÚÚɯȿÙÈÎÌɀɯÖÝÌÙɯÍÖÙÔÌÙɯ×ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɯ,ÜÉÈÙÈÒɯÐÕɯ

2011. Despite the conflicting spatial traditions that manipulated the space over the time, embedding it with 

particular spatial orde r and physical characteristics, Tahrir Square reclaimed its function as a public space for all 

people, regardless of their individual differences and diversities on 25 January 2011. It was a process towards 

the re-×ÙÖËÜÊÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯȿÓÐÝÌËɯÚ×ÈÊÌɀɯÞÐÛÏɯÕÌÞɯÌß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌÚɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏȰɯɁÙÐÎÏÛɯÛÖɯÝÖÐÊÌȮɯÛÏÌɯÙÐÎÏÛɯÛÖɯËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÊÌȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ

ÙÐÎÏÛɯÛÖɯÏÜÔÈÕɯÍÓÖÜÙÐÚÏÐÕÎȭɂ3  ÊÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ+ÌÍÌÉÝÙÌȮɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÚȮɯɁÚ×ÈÊÌɯÈÚɯËÐÙÌÊÛÓàɯÓÐÝÌËɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÐÛÚɯÈÚÚÖÊÐÈÛÌËɯ

ÐÔÈÎÌÚɯÈÕËɯÚàÔÉÖÓÚȮɯÈÕËɯÏÌÕÊÌɯÛÏÌɯÚ×ÈÊÌɯÖÍɯȿÐÕÏÈÉÐÛÈÕÛÚɀɯÈÕËɯȿÜÚÌÙÚɀȱɂ4 Tahrir Square was this dominated 

space which the imagination sought to change and appropriate. Its particular physical characteristics and spatial 

qualities reinforced and undermined effective spatial practices during the revolution to imbue a space with new 

roles and new spatial order. Tahrir Square was theatre of events and actions which helped make a community of 

resistance that nurtures, as well as justifies and normalizes taking part in direct action.  

 

                                                           
2 Parkinson, J. (2012). Democracy and public space: the physical sites of democratic performance. Oxford University Press.  
3 McCann, E. (2002). Space, Citizenship, and the Rights to the City: A Brief Overview. GeoJournal, 58, pp.77-79 
4 Lefebvre, H. (1991). 
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      This re-conceptualization of public space that impl ied spatial tactics and strategies during the eighteen days 

of the Egyptian Revolution ɬ which will be explored in detail further on ɬ highlights a successful democracy and 

ÜÙÉÈÕɯÚ×ÈÊÌɯËÌÚÐÎÕɯÜÚÌɯÚÛÙÈÛÌÎÐÌÚȭɯ4ÚÐÕÎɯ'ÌÕÙÐɯ+ÌÍÌÉÝÙÌɀÚɯÛÌÙÔÚɯÖÍɯÈÕɯÈÚÛÖÕÐÚÏÐÕÎɯÍorm of social organization 

and administration, 5 which accordingly, let spatial practice emerge during the revolution as a space of tension 

between pre-revolution spatial traditions and new spatial order. The politics of occupation through tactics and 

acts of resistance worked for claiming the right to the city and politics of space. People occupied the Square and 

took to practicing its use for themselves, adjusting its urban and socio-political structure and changing its master 

plan into an interactive evol ution plan in the most explicit way and so challenge the state and in order to allow 

people to live in the space. They claimed their own space where people were really developing their own living 

style as a kind of coherent community that responded to thei r needs and in response to each other and the 

communal status through partial organization and a new horizontal hierarchal structure of society. The new 

Ú×ÈÛÐÈÓɯÖÙËÌÙɯÞÈÚɯȿÎÙÈÚÚ-ÙÖÖÛÚɯÖÊÊÜ×ÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÙËÌÙɀɯÛÏÈÛɯ×ÙÐÝÐÓÌÎÌËɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖÛÌÚÛÖÙÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÚÜÉÔÐÚÚÐÖÕɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯold but 

potent spatial order of oppression and control. This new spatial order and physical characteristics ɬ imbued 

during revolution's spatial practices ɬ are viable to re-conceptualize post revolution Tahrir Square as a space and 

emphasize its role in the social, historical and political context of the revolution and beyond.  

 

      Over the past two decades, many researches have been particularly interested in the way in which urban 

conditions influence contentious politics such as mass demonstrations.6 Discussions about the concept of urban 

ÖÊÊÜ×ÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÙÌɯÊÈ×ÛÜÙÌËɯÐÕɯÐËÌÈÚɯÈÕËɯÛÌÙÔÚɯÚÜÊÏɯÈÚɯȿÖ×ÌÕɯÚ×ÈÊÌÚɀ7 ÈÕËɯȿÛÌÔ×ÖÙÈÙàɯÈÜÛÖÕÖÔÖÜÚɯáÖÕÌÚɀ8 as 

ÚÜÎÎÌÚÛÌËɯÉàɯ'ÈÒÐÔɯ!ÌàɯÞÏÌÕɯËÌÚÊÙÐÉÐÕÎɯÙÌÝÖÓÜÛÐÖÕÈÙàɯÚ×ÈÊÌÚɯÍÙÌÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÚÛÈÛÌɯÊÖÕÛÙÖÓȮɯȿÊÖÕÝÌÙÎÌÕÊÌɯÚ×ÈÊÌÚȮɀ9 

and urban social centres.10 These discussions capture the material form of space, which physically manifests 

itself in an occupation, direct action, or protest camp without previously dominant social limitations and 

restrictions. Jeffrey S. Juris, Associate ProfeÚÚÖÙɯÖÍɯ ÕÛÏÙÖ×ÖÓÖÎàɯËÌÚÊÙÐÉÌÚɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÕÝÌÙÎÌÕÊÌɯÊÌÕÛÙÌɯÈÚɯÈȮɯȿÚÔÈÓÓȮɯ

self-ÔÈÕÈÎÌËɯ ÊÐÛàȮɯ Èɯ ȿÏÌÛÌÙÖÛÖ×ÐÊɯ Ú×ÈÊÌɀɯ ÖÍɯ ÌßÊÏÈÕÎÌɯ ÈÕËɯ ÐÕÕÖÝÈÛÐÖÕȭ11 Yet in order to demonstrate the 

significance of the spatiality of Tahrir Square being re-conceptualized during the eig hteen days of revolution, we 

first need to understand the physicality and dynamics of the space within its heterogeneous communities and 

investigate their socio-spatial tactics in the social production of the campsite space that cannot be defined as a 

singÓÌɯÏÖÔÖÎÌÕÖÜÚɯÚ×ÈÊÌȭɯ3ÏÌɯ×ÙÖÛÌÚÛÌÙÚɀɯÖÊÊÜ×ÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ×ÜÉÓÐÊɯÚ×ÈÊÌȮɯÛÏÌÕȮɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯÚÐÔ×ÓàɯÈÕɯÈ××ÙÖ×ÙÐÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯ

re-organization of physical space, conceived as an instrumental resource for the purposes of mobilization and 

publicity. It is also an intervention un to itself in the very process of the production and reproduction of space. 

Specifically, they challenged the established normative system by producing an alternative form of public space 

through which society can intervene politically. From the above it is  clear that studying socio-spatial practices in 

Tahrir Square during eighteen days of the Egyptian revolution is highly important. These socio -spatial practices 

were made up through a whole society and by their acts of resistance transformed Tahrir Square into an 

immensely vibrant and energetic space of activism, a spectacle space performing a political message through its 

utopian society. There is thus an urgent need for research into how civic life was sustained (even created), and 

how people acted in order to sustain this complex spatial system. Moreover, we must learn how socio-spatial 

practices have contributed to the re-conceptualization of Tahrir Square through social process in order to 

challenge a deeply rooted regime. 

 

 

 

                                                           
5 Lefebvre, H. (1991).  
6 Tilly, C (2008). 
7 Shukaitis, S., D., Graeber and E. Biddle (eds) (2007).  
8 Bey, H. (1991). 
9 Routledge, P. (2000).  
10 Montagna, N. (2006). pp. 295-30 
11 Juris, J.S. (2008). P129 
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1.2. Research Purpose and Objectives  
 

      The research shall focus on Tahrir Square in Cairo as a space of revolt during the eighteen days of the 

Egyptian Revolution from January 25 till February 11 2011. The research aims at exploring socio-spatial patterns 

and tactics of resistance though spatial practices and activities. It shall clarify how the most important aspects of 

the uprising have not been simply the destruction of the entire regime only, but rather the emergence of a 

repertoire of mass movements in urban spaces following such unique socio-spatial orders. It builds on the 

ÕÖÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯȿ×ÖÓÐÛÐÊÚɯÖÍɯÚ×ÈÊÌɀȰɯÈÚɯÈɯÚ×ÈÊÌɯÖÍɯÙÌÚÐÚÛÈÕÊÌɯÈÚɯÈɯÙÌÓÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯËÖÔÈÐÕɯÛÏÈÛɯÙÌÈËÚɯÐÕÛÌÙÈÊÛÐÖÕɯÞÐÛÏÐÕɯ

particular spatial setting during particular moments of time. Looking at mass occupation of pu blic space as a 

societal phenomenon, the research presented here shall provide a deeper understanding of the social 

implications of everyday ways of living for locals and the use of urban spaces for political activism. Through 

focusing on these social pattÌÙÕÚɯÈÙÛÐÊÜÓÈÛÌËɯÐÕɯÚ×ÈÊÌȮɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÚÌÈÙÊÏɯÊÈÕɯÊÖÕÛÙÐÉÜÛÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌÖÙÐÌÚɯÖÍɯȿÚÌÓÍ-managed 

ÊÐÛàɀ12, such as that was activated through self-dependent society in Tahrir Square. Tracing these spatial activities 

and strategies that appeared in such a short period of time and by mapping spatial patterns, social behaviors, 

and the use of space in Tahrir Square during the eighteen days of the revolution, this research aims also to 

highlight that the active socio -spatial practices were ingrained in the memory and culture of individuals who 

drew upon these cultural assets to successfully deploy urban strategies during the revolution.  

 

      The analysis of this decoded information and maps will reveal the dynamics of the Square through its 

transformation and adaptation pro cesses which enabled protesters to efficiently practice democracy and gain 

ÈÛÛÌÕÛÐÖÕȭɯ3ÏÌɯÙÌÚÌÈÙÊÏɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÍÖÊÜÚɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÕÖÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÏÖÞɯȿÓÐÝÌËɯÚ×ÈÊÌɀɯÐÚɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÌËɯÉàɯÛÈÊÒÓÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÚÖÊÐÖ-political 

ÙÖÓÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÌÕÈÉÓÌËɯÛÏÌɯÈÞÈÒÌÕÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɀÚɯ×ÖÓÐÛÐÊÈÓɯÝÖÐÊÌȭɯ+ived space is not just a passive stage on which 

social life unfolds, but represents a constituent element of social life.13 The production of urban space therefore 

entails much more than just planning the material space of the city; it involves producing an d reproducing all 

aspects of urban life. By investigating the historic forms of uprisings and revolutions that were based on political 

change together with the recent urban setting that embodies political and social changes, the thesis forms a 

theory that differentiates recent deployment of performative public squares based on socio-cultural grounds, 

while the historic model instead followed spatial practices to enable space to function as a political hub, not as a 

space for political urban society.  

 

1.2.1. Research Questions  
 

This thesis addresses the following main question: 

 

¶ Did socio-spatial practices and acts of resistance result in the re-conceptualization of Tahrir Square 

during the 18 days that shaped the success of the Egyptian Revolution? 

 

Further sub-questions are asked to understand the reconceptualization and reproduction of Tahrir Square process during 

the eighteen days: 

 

¶ What is the significance of contemporary democracy practices and of acts of resistance in physical urban 

space in recent urban uprisings? Why was the public space in Egypt recently re-claimed and re-

conceptualized? How did people seek to use this urban square, with its roots as a bureaucratic hub, 

within democratic action?  

 

                                                           
12 Juris, J.S. (2008). p129 
13 Lefebvre, H. (1991). p36. 



4 
 

¶ What are the factors affecting spatial practices in urban squares during old uprisings?  

 

¶ How to gain access to socio-spatial narratives of the Egyptian Revolution and to develop analytical 

maps? 

 

¶ What did Tahrir Square symbolize before the eighteen days of the Egyptian revolution? What are the 

qualities and characteristics of Tahrir Square? Why did it appear as a tool for dissidence during the 

eighteen days of Egyptian revolution?  

 

¶ What are the preceding new tactics required in order to let reactive revolutionaries and acts of resistance 

to come out physically? What are the diverse shifts through re-conceptualization process for such a 

particular space ɬTahrir Square- to become a site for resistance ɬ a so-ÊÈÓÓÌËɯȿ×ÌÙÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÝÌɯÚ×ÈÊÌɀȳ 

 

¶ What are the new socio-spatial practices and activities of mass occupation undertaken in Tahrir Square 

during recent democratic performance ? What are the dynamics of each theme ɬas classified in the thesis- 

separately and the changing location of strategic spots and routes from one moment to another based on 

the political situation a nd public reaction? What are the influences of each pattern of activities on spatial 

and social orders?   

 

¶ What can the findings and new knowledge on the dynamics and socio-spatial practice of public protests 

in the urban space add to theories of Democracy and politics of space? How the new knowledge about 

the mechanisms of protests are crucial in order to reflect on how the State have learned to deal or 

prevent the accumulation of acts of dissidence in Tahrir Square recently and its policing tactics based on 

what happened in January 2011? 

 

 

1.3. The Context of the Study  
 

      Recently, we have been through different cases of political changes like political reforms and resignation of 

presidents due to changes in political actions, new urban tactics and new acts of resistance. And therefore, the 

States as well have been changing their policing strategies and urban tactics to prevent the accumulation of acts 

ÖÍɯËÐÚÚÐËÌÕÊÌɯÐÕɯ×ÜÉÓÐÊɯÚØÜÈÙÌÚɯÈÕËɯÐÕɯËÌÈÓÐÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯ×ÜÉÓÐÊȭɯ6ÌɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯàÌÛɯÛÏÌɯÔÌÊÏÈÕÐÚÔÚɯÖÍɯ×ÙÖÛÌÚts 

and the dynamics of urban space that ousted these political changes. It is isolated area of research that is 

important to be explored. The research shall be looking at protests and recent uprisings as political actions and 

democratic practices of social patterns in public space. It  offers a comprehensive and in depth analytical study in 

the socio-spatial patterns of everyday activities, challenges, acts of resistance and to large extent a discovery of 

the way with which Egyptian social movements and yout h activists had succeeded to defy State pressure and 

managed to occupy, revitalize and reproduce the huge Square to accommodate thousands tents of protesters in 

the same space for several days. In doing so, the research is undertaking interdisciplinary approach to bridge 

cross disciplines of architecture, politics and culture.   

 

      Some architecture studies looked at socio-spatial practices on building scale and investigated the practice of 

home as an everyday system for sustainable living in Old Cairo. Dr Mohamed Gamal Abdelmonem , School of 

Planning, Architecture & Civil Engineering Queens' University Belfast, in The Practice of Home in Old Cairo 

towards Socio-spatial Models of Sustainable living argued that that architects working in this context must 

understand the dynamics of this complex traditional system if they are to develop locally informed, genuine 

designs that build on everyday spatial practices. His research thus sought to link social and anthropological 

analysis to an understanding of the spatial order of  hawari communities.  The fieldwork underlying, therefore, 
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conceived of the practice of home in Old Cairo as involving an interactive combination of three eleme nts: human 

action and behavior, spatial order, and temporal arrangement.  Also, Dougl as Porteous, Professor in the 

Department of Geography at the University of Victoria  in home: the territorial core argued that home cannot be 

understood except in terms of journeys and daily trips to and from it and in terms of being a point  of reference 

for everyday life. 14 In general, these studies argued that observing complex patterns of space use throughout 

looking closely at the pattern of daily activities; architects may discover the practice of contemporary home. 

Present professional knowledge is lacking in terms of looking deeply in the dynamics of everyday life dealing 

with public spaces that experienced recent uprisings. A new architecture and urban design of public spaces, thus 

needs to embrace a collaborative socio-spatial practice and in which ar chitects can learn the dynamics and 

mechanisms of protests in public space and help provide effective responses to daily needs. In this sense, 

creativity and innovation in architecture and urban design might be more strategic and more responsive.  

 

      Moreover, the situations in which private and public activities become interconnected and overlap ped in 

space can be grounded on 1ÐÊÏÈÙËɯ2ÌÕÕÌÛÛɀÚɯÈÕÈÓàÚÐÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÒÚ×ÈÊÌɯÈÚɯÈɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯÞÏÌÙÌɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÈÊÛɯÖÜÛɯÖÍɯÈɯ

psychology of privacy in reaction to the predomi nantly public patterns of the modern world. 15 In general, the 

presence of the private within public life affects both the perception and organization of social space. 16 Yet, social 

ÚÛÜËÐÌÚɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÓÖÖÒɯÈÛɯÛÏÐÚɯÚÐÛÜÈÛÐÖÕɯÐÕɯÜÙÉÈÕɯÚ×ÈÊÌɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÜ×ÙÐÚÐÕÎÚɯÛÏÈt can give better understanding to the 

social pattern emerged in the space. The social theorist Max Weber has asserted that it is only in praxis (action, 

and interaction) that it is possible to trace the essence and stratification of a community, group or society.17 

Michel De Certeau has also written of the association between spatial practices and the quality of space.18  Yet 

there was no interest in studying spatial practices and investigating simple activities in revolting public space, 

and the way space was organized to accommodate its new community. It is possible to trace the way the public 

space was utilized to suit basic social needs and the essence of community appeared in the public space during 

occupation and revolt  in order to know more about this society.  

 

      In another area of research, recent political science literature by John R Parkinson in Democracy and public 

space: the physical sites of democratic performance brought together two literatures - liberal political theory and 

urban theory . Parkinson is one of those who followed the deliberative turn while talking about democracy 

theory from an actual formation of democracy in public spaces. For Paula Backscheider and John Hopkins, one 

of the primary means used by the powerful to legitimate t heir rules and practices was the public spectacle.19 

Physical public spaces are decisive to democratic debates and practices, John Parkinson took this initiative one 

step further by claiming that physical spaces become even more important to political actio n in times or virtual 

and digital public space thus even in a society where politics and communication tend to become virtual, 

political communications required "a physical event to focus on the thing that is transmitted." 20 Parkinson 

introduced the roles r equired for guaranteeing public democracy practice. It was evident by recent uprisings 

that the stage with interchangeable and dynamic spatial practices is the most resonating that requires more 

study and research as their democracy practices. Yet, the research shall add to how and what takes democracy to 

work in practice. A gap of research on how some of countries in the Arab world succeeded in making the 

transition to democracy can be emphasized through recent democratic practices in Tahrir Square. Throughout 

the remarkable occupation of space, many people became engaged in building democratic networks and spatial 

practices in the public space, challenging the regime power. These activities involving thousands of people and 

                                                           
14 Porteous, J.D. (1976). pp 383-390. 
15 Sennett, R. (1977).  
16 Tonkiss, F. (2005). pp.25ɬ26. 
17 Eldridge, J. E.T. (ed.) (1971). 
18 De Certeau, M. (1984).  
19 Backscheider, P. (1993). Barker, R. S. (2001).  
20 Parkinson.J. (2012). 
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their families and relatives wer e the largest arena for democratic practice in Egypt that needs to be integrated as 

part of democracy in theory and practice.  

  

      Many scholars, poets and journalists as Hussam Hussein Salama in Tahrir Square, A Narrative of a Public Space 

or Nabil Kam el, in Tahrir Square, The Production of Insurgent Space and Eighteen Days of Utopia or Abdel -Monem 

Ramadan in Ahramonline journal, see Tahrir Square as Utopia: a place of community engagement, collective 

projects, social discourse, and most importantly, fr eedom of expression, full of dancing, and singing. Many 

theoretical positions as in Protest camps by Anna Feigenbaum, Fabian Frenzel and Patrick McCurdy,  provided a 

model that commensurate with evidence that the 2011 Egyptian uprising avoided the trap of hierarchical 

thinking and practice, pursuing the goal of political liberation and democratisation along non -hierarchical, 

'leaderless', complex, communicational networks. All these studies avoided thinking of Tahrir Square as a space 

with its own society l iving there on the one hand, in relation to the radical democratic practice displayed in 

Tahrir Square, on the other. What Egyptians have experienced and lived during the 18 days in Tahrir Square 

superseded their imagined utopia through social reconfigurat ion. The research shall demonstrate that, in Tahrir 

Square there was a significant desire of democratic society that was evoked in the horizontal social relations of 

community control which framed the uprising operation and no leadership. Accordingly the r esearch shall 

propose the notion of seeking first for contesting social relations as missing part in the production of public 

space, democracy and reclaiming the right to the city theories that should be considered wh ile studying 

uprisings in public spaces.  

 

      Many sociologists and Geographers as Routledge in Our resistance will be as transnational as capital: convergence 

space and strategy in globalising resistance, Miller in Geography and Social Movements: Comparing Anti-Nuclear 

Activism in the Boston Area and Harvey in Rebel Cities: From the Right to the City to the Urban Revolution have long 

been exploring social activists and protest movements, however spatiality and its link between protests and 

social movements has increasingly become an interest for scholars across different disciplines like Wilton and 

Cranford in Toward an Understanding of the Spatiality of Social Movements: Labor Organizing at a Private University 

in Los Angeles 21, Tilly in Contentious Performances, Juris in Networking Futures: the Movements against. Corporate 

Globalization and Castells in Networks of Outrage and Hope: Social Movements in the Internet Age. Castells in 

Networks of Outrage and Hope: Social Movements in the Internet Age22 explored the new forms of social movements 

and protests that are erupting in the world today, from the Arab uprisings to the indignadas movement in 

Spain, and the Occupy Wall Street movement in the US. He highlighted that there is one thing they share in 

common: they are all interwoven inextricably with the creation of autonomous communication networks 

supported by the Internet and wireless communication. 'ÖÞÌÝÌÙȮɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÚ×ÈÛÐÈÓÐÛÐÌÚɯÞÌÙÌÕɀÛɯÓÐÕked to its urban 

spaces and their practices according to social and political changes.  

 

      Moreover, Jeffrey C. Alexander in Performative revolution in Egypt: an essay in cultural power provides a 

sociological analysis of competing symbols and narratives in a chronicle of the uprising in Egypt through the 

lens of media reports and activist-generated accounts. Ahdaf Soueif as political and cultural analyst looked at 

the Egyptian uprising in Cairo My city, Our revolution has produced a chronicle of the 18 days that launched 

Egypt's revolution and post revolution. She provides: first hand documentation of feelin gs rather than events 

but in whole Cairo. Same, ÐÕɯ,ÖÕÈɯ/ÙÐÕÊÌɀÚɯÔÌÔÖÐÙɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯƖƙɯ)ÈÕÜÈÙàɯ4×ÙÐÚÐÕÎȮ Revolution is My Name  (Ismi 

Thawra) she tells the story of revolution as it unfolds over eighteen days. It expresses the lived day to day 

experience of protesting and illuminates class divides in Cairene society. The number of scholarly examples or 

literatures was limited to loo k and deploy different methods. These events and narrations are not spatially 

defined or mapped within the ir  urban spaces. 

 

                                                           
21 Wilton, R. and Cranford C. (2002). pp. 374-394. 
22 Castells, M. (2012). 
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      In Urban studies, 6ÐÓÓÐÈÔɯ6ÏàÛÌɀÚɯÌßÛÌÕÚÐÝÌɯÍÐÌÓËÞÖÙÒɯÐÕɯ×ÜÉÓÐÊɯÚ×ÈÊÌɯÞÈÚɯÚÜÍÍÐÊÐÌÕÛɯÞÐÛÏɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÚÛɯ

perceptive observers of public space in urban areas to understand how people used them. Seminal work in the 

study of human behaviour in urban settings an d its dynamics, achieved through assembled rich body of data 

through the use of interviews as well as cameras for observation. Conducting observations and film analysis of 

corporate plaza, the conclusions appeared in the form of publication of  The Social Life of Small Urban Spaces and 

its companion film in 1980. 23 Another active experience is by Setha Low, in anthropological excursion On the 

Plazaȭɯ+ÖÞɀÚɯÍÐÌÓËÞÖÙÒɯÔÌÛÏÖËÚɯÐÕÝÖÓÝÌɯÈɯÏÐÎÏɯËÌÎÙÌÌɯÖÍɯÐÕÛÌÙÈÊÛÐÖÕȮɯÝÐÚÐÉÐÓÐÛàȮɯÈÕËɯÙÌÍÓÌßÐÝÐÛàȭ24 Observational 

experience of Low, because of her concern that participant observation in a public space might not capture all 

the on-going activities, she utilized different observational strategies: plaza was observed by sector, and 

everything that occurred in that sector wa s recorded for a designated period of time.25 Some of the conclusions 

that arise from her observational data were in the form of series of behavioural maps, locating activities and 

counts of people by locations, sex, and age were also created. The idea of recording and mapping activities and 

changes are crucial for understanding the dynamics of the revolutions and occupation of public space. For 

instance Jessica Heizelman26 in 2011 won the Tufts GIS Poster Expo by identifying strategic protest routes for 

civi l resistance, an analysis of optimal approaches of Tahrir Square in Cairo. With spatial information and GIS 

data, her analysis was identification of three critical strategic elements for a successful protest route: first 

gathering points second: two types of route: and third convergence points through maps. (See Fig. 1.1) The 

research stresses on mapping spatial narratives in order to understand the mechanisms of these liberated public 

spaces. 

 

      Despite occupations of public space and acts of resistances increasing role as an organizational form of 

uprising , there has thus far been only sporadic research on the practices found dotted across a range of 

disciplines including social movement studies, media and communication studies, sociology and political  

science. In Protest camps by Anna Feigenbaum, Fabian Frenzel and Patrick McCurdy is one of the most recent 

books about political actions, taking a closer look at protest camps. Protest Camps discusses a variety of examples 

of camps, across different cultural, political and geog raphical landscapes of protest. This book argues that 

protest camps are unique spaces in which activists form collective political identities and enact experimental and 

experiential forms of democratic politics. It mentioned that pro test camps enable all their participants to 

experience political processes as they recreate life by developing alternative ways of housing, feeding 

entertaining and living together, alongside innovations in political action as intervention and democratic 

process. The limited research that does exist often views occupying public space as either merely functional to 

the specific movements in which they were created, or sees them as momentary  spaces that leave little legacy. In 

either case, the occupied space is regarded as just one site amongst many in the context of studying a specific 

social movement. They are often grouped together with other strategies such as street parties, demonstrations, 

and direct actions. As such, scholars have failed to consider the structural similarities and differences between 

spatial actions in occupied spaces across movements and locations in recent uprisings. There is significant lack 

of knowledge in the mechanisms of political protests and occupying each public space individua lly first. 

Consequently, there is lack of comparative research that links historic and contemporary political actions 

together, while conceptually developing the importance of occupying public space through acts of resistance as 

a distinct entity.  

 

      The research responds to these shortcomings, providing an original and timely look at Tahrir Square case as 

a unique organizational form, lighting new area of research on the dynamics and socio -spatial practices of public 

protests in the urban spaces. The research tries to add valuable addition to the literature on the understanding of 

                                                           
23 http://www.pps.org/store/books/the -social-life -of-small-urban-spaces/ 
24 MiriamΠE.ΠWells  review foΠLow , S. (2000). 
25 Low, S. (2000). Π 
26 Heizelman, J. (2011, May 7).  
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qualities of human interaction with urban spaces, and their political role in the cont emporary city. It shall 

advance ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɀÚɯÒÕÖÞÓÌËÎÌɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÞÈàɯÚÖÊÐÈÓɯÔÖÝÌÔÌÕÛÚɯÔÈÕÐ×ÜÓÈÛe, manage and occupy vast urban spaces 

with great flexibility and autonomous spatial tactics. By reading the public protests in the urban spaces in this 

way, the research is able to capture and share stories of how and what movements and protesters learn from 

each other, of how failures are felt across the globe, and acts of resistance can build alternative worlds. By 

drawing on and connecting existing interdisciplinary insights, as well as presenting original case study, this 

research will provide evidence s on the mechanisms of protests and a set of conceptual tools to assist scholars in 

the future study of political protests, as well as contribute significant insights to existing research on social 

movements, radical democracy and political actions more br oadly.  

 

 

1.4. Spatial Actions in the Arab Public Spaces during the Arab Spring  
 

      The potential public spaces of political expression in Arab cities, the plaza or square, lost their burgeoning 

civic role between thirty and fifty years of despotic rule acr oss the Arab world depending on the country. 

Violent revolts sometimes managed to stage their protests in one or the other for a short moment, but the regime 

ÙÌÈÊÛÐÖÕɯÞÈÚɯÜÚÜÈÓÓàɯÚÞÐÍÛɯÈÕËɯÉÙÜÛÈÓɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÏÌɯƕƝƛƛɯɁ!ÙÌÈËɯ1ÐÖÛÚɂɯÐÕɯ$Îà×ÛɯÈÕËɯÌÓÚÌÞÏÌÙÌȮɯÛÏÌɯƕƝƚƘ and 1982 

ÙÌÓÐÎÐÖÜÚɯÜ×ÙÐÚÐÕÎÚɯÐÕɯ2àÙÐÈɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯƖƔƔƔɯ2ÏÐȿÐÛÌɯÙÌÝÖÓÛɯÐÕɯÚÖÜÛÏÌÙÕɯ(ÙÈØȭɯ(ÛɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÜÚɯÈɯÚÜÙ×ÙÐÚÌɯÞÏÌÕɯÛÏÌɯ ÙÈÉɯ

revolutions of 2011 managed to reclaim both the spaces and their functions to service a new form of civil protest 

and to succeed against the hegemonic power. The public squares were their favorite arena. The longstanding 

structural problems afflicting the Arab world came to a head prior to 2011 through a combination of persistently 

high unemployment, especially among youth (and educated youth at that), rampant corruption, internal 

regional and social inequalities, and a further deterioration of economic conditions because of the global 2008 

financial crisis and food price increases.27 Arabs across national boundaries united in their opposi tion to social 

injustice and political authoritarianism. Taking ownership of public space, symbols of liberation from colonial 

ÙÜÓÌȮɯ ÙÈÉÚɯÍÙÖÔɯËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÛɯÐËÌÖÓÖÎÐÊÈÓɯ×ÌÙÚÜÈÚÐÖÕÚȮɯÐÔÈÎÐÕÈÛÐÖÕÚȮɯÈÕËɯÚÌÕÚÐÉÐÓÐÛÐÌÚɯȿ×ÌÙÍÖÙÔÌËɯÛÏÌɯÕÈÛÐÖÕɀɯÈÚɯ

united citizens, in  a quest for political emancipation and civil and economic empowerment. 28 A democratic 

uprising that arose independently and spread across the Arab world in 2011, originate d in Tunisia in December 

2010. It quickly took hold in Egypt in Tahrir Square. Later on, four countries where protests continued and 

expanded in size to the point where they threatened the regime: Bahrain (Pearl Roundabout), Libya (Green 

Square), Syria (Merjeh Square), and Yemen (Tahrir Square). 

 

      Demonstrations by the Arab revolution s shared some spatialites while small rallies were meeting at the 

mosques and churches as gathering places and converged on single public space. The urban spaces in cities have 

been the main stage of the revolutions performed by protesters coming from both  urban and rural areas. This 

revolutionary spectacle had its own times, on Friday, a day off in the Arab world and after the noon prayer. 

Similarly the security forces block the way to the public space, and the demonstrators confronted th em. In some 

cases they managed to penetrate the security cordon and reach the square where other demonstrations 

succeeded to break the cordons as well to meet in the urban space, such as the ones we witnessed in Tunis, 

Cairo, Alexandria, Benghazi, and Manama. Protesters converge on main central squares, in order to occupy a 

public space that has been for a long time confiscated. By occupying the urban space, revolutionaries want to 

establish a new public space, freed from the authoritarian regime, coming through phases of destruction and re -

appropriation. They celebrated together chanting their slogans demanding the departure of the corrupt regimes. 

The square physically became their operation base and home-place, and virtually an avenue and a window for 

                                                           
27 Nol and, M., Howard Pack, H. (2007). Arab economies in a changing world. Washington DC: Peterson Institute for International 

Economics. International Bank for Reconstruction and Development and World Bank. (2007). The road not traveled: education reform in 

the Middle East and North Africa, MENA Development Report, Washington DC.  
28 Gerges, F. (ed). (2014). The new Middle East: protest and revolution in the Arab world. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. p3 
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all the world on each revolution.  They sometimes transformed it into places where they can live, pray, socialize, 

sleep, perform art and freely express. All these urban spaces in Arab countries witnessed number of martyrs 

while trying to protect and defend their squares agains ÛɯÛÏÌɯÚÌÊÜÙÐÛàɯÍÖÙÊÌÚɀɯÈÛÛÈÊÒÚɯÈÕËɯÛÏÜÎÚȭɯ3ÏÌàɯÏÈÝÌɯÊÖÔÌɯ

to frame the Arab revolutions and represent their grief and pride at the same time.   

 

      The unprecedentedly widespread use of social media and other means of communication made the 

rebellions possible and increased their strength and inclusiveness. Al-Jazeera satellite channel continued to air 

ÙÌ×ÖÙÛÚɯÖÕɯ×ÙÖÛÌÚÛÚɯÐÕɯ$Îà×ÛɯÈÕËɯ3ÜÕÐÚÐÈɯËÌÚ×ÐÛÌɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÎÐÔÌÚɀɯ×ÓÌÈÚe to the Qatari government to stop it. 29 Social 

media and cell phones were widely used to  organize the revolts and link the protesters to each other and the 

outside world. Perhaps more crucially, media played a role in preparing for the rebellions over a number of 

years and even decades, by facilitating the circulation of ideas in national and global spaces and challenging 

state monopolies of information. 30  Considering the radical transformation of social media as the facilitator of the 

recent Arab revolutions, involved activists conducted their communication, enrollment, and organization onlin e 

from Tunisia to Egypt and from Yemen to Bahrain to Libya and Syria. Yet the physical occupation and actual 

protests that toppled the regimes in few countries and are still challenging new regimes after many months of 

brutal crackdown and changing policin g tactics. In this context, the Arab revolutions of 2011 represent the 

ÊÜÓÔÐÕÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖÊÌÚÚɯÖÍɯȿÊÖÕØÜÌÚÛɯÖÍɯÝÐÚÐÉÐÓÐÛàɀɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÏÈËɯÉÌÊÖÔÌɯÛÏÌɯÊÌÕÛÙÈÓɯÖÉÑÌÊÛÐÝÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÜÙÉÈÕɯ×ÙÖÛÌÚÛɯ

movements of the 2000s.31  

 

      The new revolutionary tactics and acts of resistance on the path to Arab liberation has introduced new civil 

order, an order in which square, with what it represents, is neither the contrast of the  claimed square nor its 

substitute. It is the space of conflicts and continuous production of ne w tactics by the people and the State to 

police it . The youth across the region were not only claiming citizen rights and dignity but reclaiming the public 

spaces of their countries. Public Squares in the Arab world have been transformed from denied spaces to active 

political public spaces. Public Squares throughout the Arab world have either emerged as central spaces to 

launch uprisings or have been transformed into symbols of the regime to markers of the uprisings. 32 A brief 

description of the most promine nt uprisings around the region and how their Public Squares have been spatially 

utilized:  

 

1.4.1. Tunisia: Mohammad Bouazizi Square, Tunis   
 

      In Tunisia the protests began in medium -sized towns inland Sidi Bouzid, Kasserine, which are mainly poor 

and rural, suffering from high unemployment rates and neglected by planning policies in favor of the useful 

coastal cities, the only competitive sector at the heart of globalized networks.33 ,ÖÏÈÔÔÈËɯ!ÖÜÈáÐáÐɀÚɯÚÌÓÍ-

immolation in 17 December 2010 provoked large protes ts against the Ben Ali regime outraged at his suicide. 

Later on the spark of the Arab uprisings in Tunisia did not occur in a public square but in the middle of a street. 

Avenues, rather than Public Squares, were the epicenter of protests in Tunisia. In Tunis protestors utilized the 

central avenue Habib Bourguiba to launch their uprising. It is aligned in an east west direction, lined with trees 

and facades of shops, and fronted with street cafes on both sides. Its width is 60 m. (See Fig1.2) Its proximity to 

the Interior Ministry made it an important public space for the protesters during the big demonstration on 

January 14, 2011. (See Fig1.4) The land area is 163,61 Km2 that can occupy 10,732,900 people.34 However Avenue 

                                                           
29 Al -Sharekh, A. (2011) Reform and rebirth in the Middle East, Survival 53: 2, AprilɬMay 2011, p. 57. 
30 See Axford, B. (2011). Talk about a revolution: social media and the MENA uprisings, Globalizations, 8: 5. pp. 681ɬ6. 
31 Bozarslan, H. (2011). p 70. 
32 Sharp, D. (2013). Public Squares and the Arab uprising, Your Middle East. Retrieved from: 

www.yourmiddleeast.com/columns/article/public -squares-and-the-arab-uprising_6667 
33 Daoud A. (2011). " La révolution tunisienne de janvier 2011 : une lecture par les déséquilibres du territoire ", EchoGéo [En ligne], Sur le vif 

2011, mis en ligne le 23 septembre 2011, consulté le 27 octobre 2011. URL : http://echogeo.revues.org/12612 
34 Africa Internet usage stats, Retrieved from : internetworld stats/ africa.com.  
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Habib Bourguiba has hosted all events, the main public square in Tunis has now become the official marker of 

the revolution. Previously named November 7 Square, the day Ben Ali took power, it has now been renamed 

Mohammad Bouazizi Square.  

 

1.4.2. Egypt: Tahrir Square in Cairo  
 

      The overthrow of Ben Ali in Tunisia galvanized popular political action in Egypt. Demonstrations organized 

for 25 January -was National Policy Day, a national holiday - by civil society and opposition groups 

unexpectedly brought out around 20,000 participants. 35 Protests spread in Cairo and throughout the country. 

3ÏÌàɯÎÙÈËÜÈÓÓàɯÚÕÖÞÉÈÓÓÌËȮɯÎÈÛÏÌÙÐÕÎɯÚ×ÌÌËɯÈÍÛÌÙɯÊÈÓÓÚɯÍÖÙɯÈɯȿËÈàɯÖÍɯÙÈÎÌɀɯÖÕɯƖƜɯ)ÈÕÜÈÙàȭ Contrary to what 

happened in Tunisia, the Egyptian revolution did not begin in the peripheral regions of the governorates of 

Egypt, which are poor and less developed. The revolution started with clear National scope. Demonstrations 

were in many governorate cities. In Cairo, thousands marched to Tahrir Square, the heart of the revolution. One 

of the most remarkable aspects of the gathering of the hundreds and thousands of people in Tahrir Square was 

that the march to Tahrir Square was not planned. Protests also staged in Alexandria, Suez and several other 

cities.36  

  

      Tahrir Square became the political space where new claims were invented, represented, and translated into 

political actions. The space was no longer perceived as the space of authority but rather as the space of the 

people. Tahrir Square is described as the major public town square in Downtown Cairo, Egypt, an d is the 

southern entrance to the city center, large and busy traffic circle. The area that has been at the heart of the 

political transformations  that Cairo has seen since its accession to the status of a modern capital.37 It is 

surrounded by important mon uments: Egyptian Museum, NDP headquarters building, Mogamma government 

building, Headquarters of the Arab League building, Nile Hotel, Kasr El Dobara Evangelical Church, original 

downtown campus of the American University in Cairo.  (See Fig. 1.5) Tahrir Square land area is 1,001,450 km2 

that can occupy 83,688,164 people.38 Tahrir Square played more than one role in the period preceded January 25, 

2011. It had been a site of protest and congregation since the British colonial era, and was the site of the murder 

of thirty protesters at Qasr al -Nil, prior to the British troops' withdrawal from Qasr al -Nil and the handover of 

the barracks to the Egyptian authorities between 1946 and 1947.39 Although the expansion of the city provided 

several alternatives for the popular protest movements to gather in, 40 Tahrir Square maintained its status as a 

symbol of gatherings and protests. Perhaps the accessibility, the location and role of the square aided it in 

maintaining its vitality as a vibrant, dynamic place, rather than  merely a static, historical district.  

 

      Tahrir Square became a place and a symbol of all the meanings it has now acquired, and become the site of a 

struggle between political, social and cultural forces. This struggle should not be cause for despair, as is the case 

for many Arab public spaces; but in fact, it is this struggle over Tahrir Square and who best represents it that 

makes it a true political symbol.  In Egypt, Tahrir Square became the focal point and symbol of the revolution 

with more than 1 Million people filling the square on February 1 st.41 Tahrir Square was performing the 

autonomous and celebrating its national unity where people of all age, of all geographical and social origin, of 

all political and rel igious belonging, met together. (See Fig. 1.6) A virtual Tahrir Square was established on 

                                                           
35 Dalacoura, K. (2012). The 2011 uprisings in the Arab Middle East: political change and geopolitical implications, International Affairs 88: (1).  
36 Amnesty international (2011). Egypt rises killings, detentions and torture  in the 25 January rEvolutIon. London: amnesty international. 

www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/MDE12/027/2011/en/b33cf2ea-e057-4a34-905b-46a897c4fe6d/mde120272011en.pdf 
37 Nasser, A. (2011). The symbolism of Tahrir Square, Arab center for research & policy studies. Doha Institute, Doha. 
38 Africa Internet usage stats, Retrieved from : internetworld stats/ africa.com.  
39 ElShahed, M. (2007). 
40 André Raymond, (2007). p. 312. 
41 Augustin, E. (2011).  
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Facebook and became an information hub for all supports that could not physically be present in the square. 42 

Tahrir Square has become the global model of the revolution and its symbol was utilized in oth er Arab countries 

and rest of the world.  Mid February the Pearl Roundabout in Manama, the capital of Bahrain became the center 

ÖÍɯ×ÙÖÛÌÚÛȭɯ3ÏÌɯ×ÙÖÛÌÚÛÌÙÚɯØÜÐÊÒÓàɯÌÙÌÊÛÌËɯÈɯÛÌÕÛɯÊÐÛàɯÈÕËɯÙÌÕÈÔÌËɯÛÏÌɯÚØÜÈÙÌɯÐÕÛÖɯɁ3ÈÏÙÐÙɂȭɯThe same thing 

happened for the Clock Square in Benghazi, or the Courthouse Square in Homs. The symbol was raised to the 

Pantheon of squares of Revolution worldwide, next to the Place de la Bastille, the Tiananmen Square in Beijing 

and the Azadi Square in Tehran. The Indignados movement in Spain and the protestors of Occupy Wall Street 

were referring directly as the spirit of Tahrir Square and  its legacy. All these movements have something in 

common: they claim for more social and spatial justice. 

 

1.4.3. Bahrain: Pearl Roundabout, Manama  
 

      The power of people gathering and transforming public space into a constituent common space manifested 

itself in other places throughout the Arab world. In Bahrain, which faced longstanding political conflict between 

ÛÏÌɯ2ÜÕÕÐɯÔÖÕÈÙÊÏàɯÈÕËɯÈɯ2ÏÐɀÐɯÔÈÑÖÙÐÛàȮɯprotests erupted on 14 February resulting, a few days later, in the 

×ÖÓÐÊÌɯÚÛÖÙÔÐÕÎɯ,ÈÕÈÔÈɀÚɯ/ÌÈÙÓɯ2ØÜÈÙÌȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÞÈÚɯÖÊÊÜ×ÐÌËɯÉàɯ×ÙÖÛÌÚÛÌÙÚȮɯÈÕËɯÒÐÓÓÐÕÎɯÚÌÝÌÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÔȮɯÚÖÔÌɯ

asleep in tents.43 Pearl Roundabout served originally as a major traffic intersectio n for routes into the capital city. 

It was located in the heart of the capital Manama and was surrounded by the Bahrain Central Market, Marina, 

Pearl and City Center Roundabout, Abraj Al Lulu apartment complex. Its land area is 694 km² that can occupy 

1,248,348 people.44 The activation of the Pearl Roundabout occurred on February 16 when people began 

assembling around the Pearl Roundabout transforming them into political arenas.  It became a vital assembly 

capable of undermining the political regime. (See Fig. 1.10) Protest expanded to a call for the removal of the 

Prime Minister and then to end the monarchy of King Hamad following a deadly night raid on 17 February 2011 

against protesters at the Pearl Roundabout in Manama. But protesters remained collectively fixated on Pearl 

Roundabout and tried to retake it. They  finally did so on February 19 , when security forces withdrew, and 

reestablished their camp. The size of the crowds grew over the following days in ways consistent with the Tahrir 

Square model: committed activists remained day -and-night, and enormous crowds of tens or even hundreds of 

thousands joined them during highly organized protests. 45 Demonstrations restarted on 21 February, but were 

met by even bigger pro-government events. Repression radicalized the movement, which called for a republic 

and a march on the royal palace on 11 March. King Hamad invited Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) forces, led 

by Saudi Arabia, into the country on 14 March to help suppress the uprising and declared a state of emergency.46  

 

      On March 18, local authorities brutally intervened, comple tely destroying the roundabout. It was  part of a 

crackdown on protesters during the Bahraini uprising. 47 (See Fig. 1.11) The authorities decided immediately to 

demolish the monumental  statue located at the center of the square which had become the symbol of demands 

for democracy. Since that time, the area around Pearl Roundabout has become a maze of checkpoints and 

barriers that prevent pedestrian access to the area.48 After demolishing  the Pearl Monument, the government 

announced that the roundabout would be replaced with traffic lights, in order to ease congestion in the financial 

district. 49 Even when this intervention affects in the balance of power and causes the defeat of the rebellion place 

ÙÌÔÈÐÕÚɯÊÌÕÛÙÈÓȮɯÚÐÕÊÌɯÛÏÌɯÈÜÛÏÖÙÐÛÐÌÚɯÏÈÝÌɯËÌÊÐËÌËɯÛÖɯËÌÚÛÙÖàɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÕÜÔÌÕÛÈÓɯÚÛÈÛÜÌɯÐÕɯ,ÈÕÈÔÈɀÚɯ/ÌÈÙÓɯ2ØÜÈÙÌɯ

arguing that the statue had been raped by demonstrators and it had to be removed. (See Fig. 1.12) The brutality 

                                                           
42 Augustin, E. (2011).  
43 Dalacoura, K. (2012). 
44 Africa Interne t usage stats, Retrieved from : internetworld stats/ africa.com 
45 Patel, D. (2013). 
46 ICG. (2011). Popular protest in the Middle East and North Africa (III): The Bahrain revolt, Middle East report 105. Brussels: ICG,  ), pp. 2ɬ9. 
47 en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Use r:Pithybray/sandbox  
48 Patel, D. (2013). 
49 Alwasatnews.com. 2011-03-19. Retrieved 2011-06-16. 
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ÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÎÐÔÌɀÚɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÌ is embodied in the images of the broken tusk like arches of the Pearl Monument 

collapsed on piles of rubble. 

 

1.4.4. Yemen: Change Square, Sana'a 
 
      (Õɯ8ÌÔÌÕȮɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÐÕÎɯ!ÌÕɯ ÓÐɀÚɯÖÜÚÛÌÙɯÍÙÖÔɯ3ÜÕÐÚÐÈɯÖÕɯƕƘɯ)ÈÕÜÈÙàȮɯÚÔÈÓÓ-scale demonstrations demanded 

PresidenÛɯ ÓÐɯ2ÈÓÌÏɀÚɯÙÌÔÖÝÈÓȭ50  ÍÛÌÙɯ,ÜÉÈÙÈÒɀÚɯÍÈÓÓɯÈɯÔÖÕÛÏɯÓÈÛÌÙȮɯ×ÙÖÛÌÚÛÚɯÎÙÌÞȮɯÕÖÞɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÓÌËɯÉàɯÈɯÕÌÞɯÎÙÖÜ×ɯ

of youth and civil society activists.  In Yemen, when the contestation started in February 11, the opponents to 

president Saleh have tried to occupy Tahrir Square in Sanaa which has the same central and symbolic function 

as it counterpart in Egypt. Yet, revolutionaries have failed to occupy the place and chose to invest another place, 

2 km far from Tahrir Square. 2ÈÕÈɀÈɯ×ÙÖÛÌÚÛÌÙÚɯËÖɯÕÖÛɯÊÖÕÝÌÕÌɯÖÕɯÈɯÊÌÕÛÙal plaza but in the spider web of narrow 

alleys and streets around the walls of Sana University.51 %ÙÌÌËÖÔɯ2ØÜÈÙÌɯÖÜÛÚÐËÌɯ2ÈÕÈɀÈɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɯÌÔÌÙÎÌËɯÈÚɯ

the focal point of protests against Ali Abdallah Saleh. 52 (See Fig. 1.14) (ÛɯÞÈÚɯÙÌÕÈÔÌËɯ3ÈÎÏàÐÙȮɯȿ"ÏÈÕÎÌɀɯSquare. 

On 18 March the killing by snipers of 60 protesters alienated many Yemenis..53 Nevertheless, Saleh used a 

combination of repression, counter-mobilization, economic enticements, and promises of political compromise 

and reform to hang on to power. 54 Protestors remained in their tents in Change Square despite the removal of 

Saleh as they continue in their calls for change and not stability. 

 

      Through this reading of the Arab revolutions, we learned from these models is that one condition for the 

success of the revolution being that they become national, eliminating for a while, both social and spatial 

divisions. Arab uprisings have mainly taken place within national boundaries. They have unfolded according to 

processes which are specific for each of the countries concerned, with their own time and space. Yet, at the same 

time and that is what makes the analysis so complex, the revolutions have also generated the appearance or 

reappearance of similar centrifuga l forces and patterns of practices. The revolt is to have encouraged the 

emergence of new forms of local organization. After the disappearance of the police, many inhabitants in 

Tunisia and in Egypt created revolutionary neighborhood forces to police the reclaimed public space, their own 

neighborhood areas and public building like museums. Moreover the public space re -appropriation in Tunisia 

and Egypt, right after the ouster of the autocrats has witnessed different tactics. Calls and awareness to respect 

the new Tunisia and Egypt and its cleanline ss were sent by messages on mobile. Many maintenance and clean-

up initiatives by young people were launched in Tahrir Square and other parts of Cairo and Tunis. Owning the 

space protestors sought to clean it.  

 

      Spatial dynamics and scales of the uprisings have highlighted the great diversity of situations and the real 

complexity of the revolutionary processes. The revolution in Egypt, and the demonstrations in Tahrir Square, is 

an inspiring backdrop to a critical look at socio -spatial practices and space dynamics approaches to development 

in autocratic regimes. The use of public space and events in Tunisia and Egypt transmitted via satellite television 

and the internet undoubtedly had a psychological effect throughout the Arab world by showing citizens  what 

was possible. But the Egyptian example in Tahrir Square also provided a specific set of tactics about where and 

how to protest to publics elsewhere in a highest visibility. Moreover the Egyptian example particularities were 

in how Tahrir Square was the converging point in a capital  that has diverse squares and public spaces. The 

occupation of Tahrir Square was so effective at overcoming the constraints on collective action and growing the 

size of the opposition. The continuous occupation of Tahrir Squ are made it easier for Egyptians to see and know 

that others saw how many other Egyptians had defected from the regime; it made this information common 

                                                           
50 Dalacoura, K. (2012). 
51 Augustin, E. (2011). 
52 Sharp, D. (2013).  
53 Dalacoura, K. (2012). 
54 ICG, (2011). pp. 1ɬ9. 
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knowledge to the world. Media crews and social media bloggers were reporting directly from Tahrir Square , 

and some satellite stations were streaming live almost constant events. The constant presence of the media, 

particularly al -Jazeera , in Tahrir provided a sense of protection as well. The high visibility and access to Tahrir 

Square made it possible for Cairene and all audiences to measure how much larger the crowds were from earlier 

protests they had seen or heard about. Locals could tell that the number of protesters was increasing, and they 

knew that others would know if it was as well. The festive atmo sphere in Tahrir Square attracted many families 

in the last days. The location, layout and accessibility of Tahrir Square made it easy for visitors and reporters to 

visit and report back to friends and family with pictures and accounts of who was there and  what was being 

said. There are 23 streets leading to different parts of Tahrir Square and two metro lines meet at Sadat station. It 

is a difficult space for the regime to isolate.  

 

      The continual occupation of Tahrir Square solved a tacit coordinati on problem for Egyptian opposition 

groups of where and how to demonstrate for change , and who is the leader. A sudden change in the balance of 

resources between rulers and ruled that occurred during this period was mentioned by Mona El -Ghobashy: 

Ɂ3ÏÌɯËÐÍÍÜsion of protests on January 25-ƖƛɯÚÏÈÛÛÌÙÌËɯÉÖÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÔÌÕÛÈÓɯÈÕËɯÔÈÛÌÙÐÈÓɯËÐÝÐÚÐÖÕÚɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯ$Îà×ÛɀÚɯ

three protest sectors, forcing the regime to confront them simultaneously, when for 30 years it had done so 

ÚÌÙÐÈÓÓàȭɂ55 The unplanned and sudden coordination  in one place was responsible for solving it. Even after the 

regime shut down the internet and cell phone communication, groups could coordinate on Tahrir Square and 

people continued to gather because the event of January 25th in Tahrir Square had given it  a focal quality.  The 

particular characteristics of Tahrir Square model of protest allowed Egyptians to overcome local constraints to 

collective action and for that  it can be example to be transnationally transported . The challenge for Arab citizens 

watchiÕÎɯÌÝÌÕÛÚɯÐÕɯ"ÈÐÙÖɀÚɯ3ÈÏÙÐÙɯ2ØÜÈÙÌɯÖÕɯÈÓ-Jazeera was thinking about how others in the same city and 

country would think about how and where the model should be applied locally. The Egyptian example 

suggested that only in a single place and in a continuous fashion could demonstrations organize the opposition 

into a mass capable of standing up to the applied coercive power of the state.56 
 

 

1.5. Disposition of the Chapters  
 

      Following the Introductory chapter, chapter two introduces a literature review in ord er to gain an overview 

of the subject: democracy as theory, democratic practices, and the consequences of democracy deficits. First, it 

includes a study for defining democracy and what it is in theory and in practice. The aim was to understand and 

reflect on the theory behind this democratic performance and practice. The main features and characteristics of 

democracy were compiled from different democratic theories and practices. The main sources used were:  

Thinking about democracy: power sharing and majority rule in the theory and practice by Arend Lijphart, A preface to 

democratic theory by Robert Dahl, and Democratization by Christian Haerpfer , Patrick Bernhagen, Ronald F 

Inglehart, and Christian Welzel W. Haerpfer. The research shall introduce the democratic deficit concept. What 

concerns the research here is the effect and consequences of this phenomenon on democratic performance. The 

main sources used were: The Democracy Deficit: Taming Globalization Through Law Reform by Alfred C. Aman, and 

The Democratic Deficit by Noam Chomsky, and Democratic Deficit: Critical Citizens Revisited, by Pippa Norris. 

While moving to democratic performance and its practices, the main sources were The politics of accommodations; 

pluralism and democracy in the Netherlands, by Arend Lijphart, Patterns of democracy: government forms and 

performance in thirty six countries by Arend Lijphart, and Democracy and Public Space: the Physical Sites of Democratic 

Performance by John R Parkinson. Principally, this research follows the theoretical framework proposed in the 

recent political science literature of John R. Parkinson whose work brings together two literatures - liberal 
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political theory and urban theory. Parkinson is one of those who followed the deliberative turn while talking  

about democratic theory from an actual formation of democracy in public spaces. This can support the 

theoretical foundation of this thesis which approaches democracy to work in practice.  

 

      Chapter three reviews politics of space and spatial practices as acts of resistance. The everyday practices and 

ÛÏÌɯÚÛÙÜÊÛÜÙÌɯÖÍɯÊÖÕÛÌÔ×ÖÙÈÙàɯÚÖÊÐÌÛàɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÉÌɯÐÕÛÙÖËÜÊÌËɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯ1ÐÊÏÈÙËɯ2ÌÕÕÌÛÛɀÚɯÈÕËɯ#Ìɯ"ÌÙÛÌÈÜɅÚɯÛÏÌÖÙÐÌÚȭɯ

Then the politics of Occupation: tactics and acts of resistance theories shall be discussed. The main focus is on 

ÛÏÌɯȿ/ÙÖËÜÊÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ2×ÈÊÌɀ, by Henri Lefebvre, as the main source for understanding politics of space. Drawing on 

'ÌÕÙÐɯ+ÌÍÌÉÝÙÌɀÚɯÛÏÌÖÙàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÚ×ÈÊÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÈÓÓÖÞɯÜÚɯÛÖɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËɯÏÖÞɯÖÊÊÜ×ÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÔÈàɯÌÕÈÉÓÌɯÛÏÌɯ

emergence of new social spaces. The significance of public space as a site of resistance is clear when viewed 

ÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÛÏÌɯÓÌÕÚɯÖÍɯ+ÌÍÌÉÝÙÌɀÚɯÛÏÌÖÙàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯȿ×ÙÖËÜÊÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÚ×ÈÊÌɀȭ57 Thus, an exploration of the meaning of socio-

Ú×ÈÛÐÈÓɯ×ÙÈÊÛÐÊÌÚɯÊÈÕɯÉÌɯÎÜÐËÌËɯÉàɯ+ÌÍÌÉÝÙÌɀÚɯÚÖÊÐÈÓɯÚ×ÈÊÌɯÛÌÙÔȮɯÈÕËɯÈÕɯÐÕËÐÝÐËÜÈÓɀÚɯÙÌÓÈÛÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ɯÛÖɯÛÏÈÛɯÚ×ÈÊÌȮɯ

ÞÏÐÊÏɯÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙɯÐÔ×ÓÐÌÚɯÈɯÊÌÙÛÈÐÕɯÓÌÝÌÓɯÖÍɯȿÊÖÔ×ÌÛÌÕÊÌɀɯÈÕËɯȿ×ÌÙÍÖÙÔÈÕÊÌɀɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÕËÐÝÐËÜÈÓȭɯ6ÏÐÓÌȮɯThe 

practice of everyday life, by De Certeau will be useful to introduce concepts of strategy and tactics and how 

making use of the elements of the terrain. As these acts of resistance changed the space in terms of spatial 

practices, we must attempt to understand the fluctuating network of active relations. De Certeau offers a way of 

approaching this problem by considering the urban not as an essential category of spatiality, but rather, as a 

fully contingent and embedded site that modulates subjectivity and produces new relations. This can help the 

research to clarify the spatial practices due to act of resistance during occupation and transformation of space.  

 

      In chapter four the search is narrowed down to studies on historic mass occupations of public space and 

factors affecting their spatial practices in different parts of the wor ld. The first case study is the 1989 student 

movement in Tiananmen Square in Beijing, China. The main source for this case is a book 1989 Almost a 

Revolution: The Story of a Chinese Student's Journey by Shen Tong who was one of the Chinese student activists 

and one of the leaders as well as writing his autobiographical narrative . The second case study is The Azadi 

Square in Iran: a space of national symbolic value since and Iranian Revolution as a result of the protests in 1979. 

This case is studied through diverse books, articles, documented interviews with old protestors, and with the 

architect of the project, Hossein Amanat, who spoke to the BBC, and available documents available online from 

National Library and Archive of Iran (NLAI) http://www.nlai.ir/ . Iran between Two Revolutions, by Ervand 

Abrahamian, The Dynamics of the Iranian Revolution, by Jahangir Amuzegar, The Iranian Revolution of 1979, by 

Peter Fitzgerald, 3ÏÌɯ1ÖÓÌɯÖÍɯ3ÌÏÙÈÕɀÚɯ%ÙÌÌËÖÔɯ2ØÜÈÙÌɯ(Õɯ/ÙÖÛÌÚÛÚɯÖÍɯƕ979 and 2009, by Lotfi Bakhtyar. The third case 

is in Prague, the Velvet Revolution in Wenceslas Square in late November 1989. The sources for this case are 

mainly the study, Prague 1989: Theater of revolution: A study in humanistic political geography, by Michael Andrew  

*ÜÒÙÈÓȮɯÈÕËɯ1ÈËÐÖɯ/ÙÈÎÜÌɀÚɯÖÕÓÐÕÌɯÕÌÞÚɯÈÕËɯÈÙÊÏÐÝÌÚɯÏÛÛ×ȯɤɤÞÞÞȭÙÈËÐÖȭÊȭɯɯ 

 

      Chapter five introduces the methodolo gical backbone of the research. It describes the case study 

methodology in detail, starting from the reasons for choosing a case study approach and then taking up the 

applicability of this choice for dealing with the main research questions. The research shall explain the 

methodology comprising two phases: exploratory and explanatory. Research activities and methods of 

analyzing the data gathered from different research tools shall be also discussed in this chapter. The main source 

is Applications of case study research, by Robert K. Yin. 

 

      "ÏÈ×ÛÌÙɯÚÐßɯÈÐÔÚɯÛÖɯÚÏÌËɯÓÐÎÏÛɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÉÈÊÒÎÙÖÜÕËɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÐÕÊÐ×ÈÓɯÊÈÚÌɯÚÛÜËàɯÖÍɯȿ3ÈÏÙÐÙɯ2ØÜÈÙÌɀɯɬin the past 

and the present- and its context. In order to trace the re-conceptualization of Tahrir Square during the eighteen 

days of political manifestations, the research shall talk first about the production of Tahrir Square and its 

historical background which endowed the site with political symbolic values and multiple spatial 

configurations. The chapter shall trace the urban History of Tahrir Square through its political shifts. Some of the 
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sources are: Centre of the centre by Fatemah Farag Al -Ahram Weekly , Midan Al-Tahrir, by Samir Raafat, Cairo 

Times, The Haussmanization approach from a counter revolution by Yehia Serag. Then a section is devoted to 

exploring recent acts of resistance and how it started to come out physically in public space. Following section 

discusses the shift marked by the reactive revolutionaries and alternative tactics towards public space. This will 

highlight, first, the streams of contemporary public protests in Egypt through youth -led political opposition 

evolut ion, second, the role of cyber space, and third the new initiatives and tactics for obtaining unusual spatial 

order in the city, such as: silently standing as new spatial order; and mobilizing demonstrations from popular 

neighborhoods in Cairo. The last section demonstrates the challenge when acts of resistance became part of 

3ÈÏÙÐÙɯ 2ØÜÈÙÌɀÚɯ ÖÞÕɯ Ú×ÈÛÐÈÓɯ ÖÙËÌÙȭɯ %ÖÓÓÖÞÐÕÎɯ ÍÙÖÔɯ ÛÏÐÚȮɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÙÌ-conceptualization process through diverse 

resistance shifts shall be outlined then. Some of the sources used are: Egypt and Tunisia: Regime Failure and the 

Ɂ&àÔÕÈÚÐÜÔÚɂɯÖÍɯ"ÐÝÐÊɯ$Ô×ÖÞÌÙÔÌÕÛ by Larbi Sadiki, Tahrir Square, The Production of Insurgent Space and Eighteen 

Days of Utopia by Nabil Kamel, Revolution 2.0: The Power of the People Is Greater Than the People in Power: A Memoir, 

by Wael Ghoneim, Mediterranean geographies of protest by Sara Fregonese. 

       

      Chapter seven presents the investigation and analysis of the first theme of socio-spatial patterns through 

performances of popular arts during the Egyptian Revo lution. Among the spatial patterns of activities detected 

and analyzed, this chapter focuses on particular forms of mass practices of art and freedom of expression that 

succeeded in transforming Tahrir Square into a performative space and in commemorating its spatial events. 

Some of the resources are: Introduction to the cultural scene in Egypt before the revolution by Peter Fares, Art of the 

Uprisings in the Middle East by Charles Tripp, Street Art and the Egyptian Revolution, Lina Khatib, Walls, 

Segregating Downtown Cairo and the Mohammed Mahmud Street Graffiti, by Mona Abaza.  

 

      Chapter eight presents the investigation and analysis of the second theme of socio-spatial patterns: media 

coverage and display. This chapter offers insight into the ways pro testers lent their skills to cause and 

×ÌÙÍÖÙÔÈÕÊÌɯÖÍɯÙÌÚÐÚÛÈÕÊÌɯÛÖɯÉÌÊÖÔÌɯÑÖÜÙÕÈÓÐÚÛÚɀɯÊÐÛÐáÌÕɯÛÏÌɯÜÕÍÖÓËÐÕÎɯÚ×ÈÛÐÈÓɯÌÝÌÕÛÚȭɯ3ÏÌɯÊÏÈ×ÛÌÙɯÚÏÈÓÓɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛɯ

how the inter -relationary role of media has shifted significantly as citizen -led media and mainstream media took 

new spatial modes to act through collective spatial pattern. Some of the resources are: Connecting the national and 

ÛÏÌɯÝÐÙÛÜÈÓȯɯÊÈÕɯ%ÈÊÌÉÖÖÒɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÚÔɯÙÌÔÈÐÕɯÙÌÓÌÝÈÕÛɯÈÍÛÌÙɯ$Îà×ÛɀÚɯ)ÈÕÜÈÙàɯƖƙɯÜ×ÙÐÚÐÕÎ by Elizabeth Iskander, From 

spectacle to spectacular: How physical space, social media and mainstream broadcast amplified the public sphere in Egypt's 

ȿ1ÌÝÖÓÜÛÐÖÕɀ by Mohamed Nanabhay & Roxane Farmanfarmaian, Modern Egyptian media: Transformations, 

paradoxes, debates and comparative perspectives, by Sahar Khamis, Arab citizen journalism in action: Challenging 

mainstream media, authorities and media laws, by Naila Hamdy,  "ÙÈÊÒÚɯÞÐËÌÕÐÕÎɯÐÕɯ$Îà×ÛɀÚɯÐÕÛÌÙÕÌÛɯÞÈÓÓ by Ashraf 

Khalil, 3ÏÌɯ$Îà×ÛÐÈÕɯ1ÌÝÖÓÜÛÐÖÕɯÈÎÈÐÕÚÛɯ,ÜÉÈÙÈÒɀÚɯ1ÌÎÐÔÌɯÐÕɯƖƔƕƕɯ3ÏÌɯÔÈÒÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÕÌÞɯpublic spaces in Tahrir Square by 

Mona el Kouedi.  

 

      Chapter nine presents the investigation and analysis of the third theme of socio-spatial patterns:  

hospitalization and e mergency support. This chapter contributes a study for spatiality of medical a nd 

hospitalization through different spatial reconfigurations, organizational reconfigurations, and the 

reconfiguration of process of ordering and routines. The chapter does this by exploring the role of the medical 

colony as an alternative medical treatment space, offering a unique manageable variation of process and spatial 

configuration. Some of the resources are: Mass Casualties in Tahrir Square at the Climax of the Egyptian Uprising: 

$ÝÐËÌÕÊÌɯÖÍɯÈÕɯ$ÔÌÙÎÐÕÎɯ/ÈÛÛÌÙÕɯÖÍɯ1ÌÎÐÔÌɀÚɯ.ÙÎÈÕÐáÌËɯ$ÚÊÈÓÈÛÐÕÎɯ5ÐÖÓence During 10 Hours on the Night of January 

28,by Mohamed D Sarhan, Ashraf A Dahaba, Michael Marco, Ayman Salah, Introduction: Real and imagined spaces 

by Alice Street and Simon Coleman. 

 

      Chapter ten presents an investigation and analysis of the fourth theme of socio-spatial patterns as praying 

and ritual practices.  These practices shall be conceived of as specific modes of sacred place-making that needs to 

be understood in their semantic and contextual complexity. Analyzing these narratives introduc es to the project 
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the important sacred dimensions of Tahrir Square. This section concentrates on the religious practices and social 

expressions of urban everyday life that spatially transformed a secular space into a sacred space. Some of the 

sources are: The Location of Religion: A Spatial Analysis by Kim Knott, Religious Politics and Secular States, Scott 

Hibbard, Friday Protests in the Arab World more than Religious Symbolims by Mustafa Fetouri, Agents of Revolution 

Young women and men in Cairo: gender, religion and change by Catherine Bogert, and Zawiya, Zikr and the Authority 

of Shaykh 'Al-Pepsi' by Karin Willemse.  

 

      Chapter eleven presents the investigation and analysis of the last theme of socio-spatial patterns through 

living and life needs. ThÐÚɯÊÏÈ×ÛÌÙɯÞÐÓÓɯÍÐÙÚÛɯËÐÚÊÜÚÚɯÍÐÙÚÛɯȿÐÕÍÖÙÔÈÓÐÛàɀɯÐÕɯ"ÈÐÙÖɯÈÚɯÚ×ÈÛÐÈÓɯ×ÏÌÕÖÔÌÕÈɯÖÍɯËÈÐÓàɯÓÐÍÌȭɯ

From this, the research shall divide living and life needs into a set of spatial practices, scuh as: food and 

subsistence supplies, housing and campsite, utilities and sanitation, cleaning and maintenance, and demonstrate 

ÏÖÞɯÊÖÔ×ÓÌßɯÐÕÏÈÉÐÛÈÕÛÚɀɯÛÈÊÛÐÊÚɯÈÕËɯÚÛÙÈÛÌÎÐÌÚɯÞÌÙÌɯËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÌËɯÈÕËɯÈËÈ×ÛÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÚ×ÈÊÌȭɯ2ÖÔÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÖÜÙÊÌÚɯ

are: $ÔÈÕÊÐ×ÈÛÐÕÎɯÚ×ÈÛÐÈÓɯ×ÙÈÊÛÐÊÌÚɯÐÕɯÚÛÙÜÎÎÓÌɯÈÎÈÐÕÚÛɯÛÏÌɯÜÙÉÈÕɯɁÚÛÈÛÌɯÖÍɯÌßÊÌ×ÛÐÖÕɂȯɯ3ÖÞÈÙËÚɯÛÏÌɯɁÊÐÛàɯÖÍɯÛÏÙÌÚÏÖÓËÚɂ 

Stavros Stavrides, Protest Camps by Anna Feigenbaum, Fabian Frenze and McCurdy, Advantages of living in 

informal areas by Dina Shehayeb, Walking and Camping in Middle Eastern Citiesmore by Ipek Tureli , The Production 

of Housing, by Christopher Alexander, Remaking the Modern: space, Relocation, and the Politics of Identity in a Global 

Cairo by Farha, Ghanam. 

 

      Chapter twelve, findings and c onclusion, addresses the research questions and propositions with a 

comprehensive approach, considering the literature review, spatial narrative findings, analytical maps, and 

descriptive analysis to form a critical and theoretical perspective.  

 

 

1.6. Methodology  
 

      A case study methodology was chosen for this thesis. Robert K. Yin defines the case study research method 

ÈÚɯɁÈÕɯÌÔ×ÐÙÐÊÈÓɯÐÕØÜÐÙàɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÕÝÌÚÛÐÎÈÛÌÚɯÈɯÊÖÕÛÌÔ×ÖÙÈÙàɯ×ÏÌÕÖÔÌÕÖÕɯÞÐÛÏÐÕɯÐÛÚɯÙÌÈÓ-life context; when the 

boundaries between phenomenon and context are not clearly evident; and in which multiple sources of evidence 

are ÜÚÌËȭɂ58 This research will deploy a dual approach comprising both descriptive explanatory and exploratory 

phases. The first phase in the present research will be the explanatory descriptive phase, which focuses on:   

 

A. Scoping research and theoretical framework 

 

1. Identification of a pertinent research question, to investigate of the political, social and spatial layering 

of Tahrir Square and its symbolism for revolting groups.  

 

2. Survey of online social media accounts, video recording, archived accounts and interviews, 

documentaries, online press and blogs, and archives for independent initiatives and NGOs.  

 

3. Identifying factors and activities that influenced spatial patterns of Tahrir Square during the occupation 

and political actions of all actors within a sh ared framework.  

 

4. Classifying types of activities and spatial practices that can be decoded and developed into schematic 

maps during the eighteen days intervals (testing a research methodology: to draw spatial practices from 

visual accounts). 

                                                           
58 Yin, R. (1984). Case Study Research. Beverly Hills, Calif.: Sage Publications, p. 23. 
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The explanatory descriptive phase consisted of a theoretical research involving a literature review and 

virtual observations through videos and other media in order to investigate the dynamics and complexity of 

spatial patterns and activities emerged during the eighteen  days of revolutionary activity: identifying factors 

and activities that influenced spatial patterns of Tahrir Square during the occupation and framework of political 

actions. Testing a research methodology for decoding and mapping information shall be obt ained through 

schematic maps in order to enhance a suitable research methodology that can be efficient for decoding visual 

narratives, accounts, video recordings, and online social media resources, to provide a factual basis for the 

second phase.    

 

The second phase will be the exploratory phase which focuses on: 

 

B. Narrations, Observations and Scrutinizing 

 

1. Exploring documented narratives about the eighteen days in Tahrir Square and site observation.  
 

2. Implementing unstructured interviews and tracing influen cing activities in space from one day to 

another. 
 

3. A systematic classification of socio-spatial patterns and distribution of activities on daily intervals 

through the five main themes.  

 

4. Developing a visual narration of the development of the spatial setti ng: mapping and decoding 

information chronologically.  

 

5. Generating a matrix of analytical maps according to five main themes: hospitalization and emergency 

support, living and life needs supplies, media and news display, prayers and ritual practices, and a rt 

and freedom of expression.  
 

6. Analyzing the evidence found in each theme separately and the dynamics and changing location of 

activities due to spatial and political influences.  

 

C. Findings  

 

1. Developing the research findings.  

 

The main tools used in this second phase for exploring narratives was unstructured interviews and other 

walking interviews on site, as well as collecting personal archives from interviewees. Site observations, field 

notes and survey investigations are important as well in this phase . According to Yin, direct observations serve 

as a source of data collection activities and a multiple source of evidence in a case study.59 These tools facilitate 

the work on a systematic classification of socio-spatial patterns and the daily distribution of activities through 

the five main themes: hospitalization and emergency support; living and life needs supplies; media and news 

display; prayers and ritual practices; and art and freedom of expression. Developing a visual narration for the 

development of  the spatial setting can help in generating maps and decoding information chronologically. 

Analyzing the evidence of each theme separately within the dynamics of the changing location of activities due 

to spatial and political influences furthe r augment research findings.  

 

                                                           
59 Yin, R.K. (1984). 
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This research methodology will be customized to draw together spatial practices from diverse sources: 

narrations, visual accounts, video recordings, and online social media resources. The methodology to be 

implemented aims to translate v isual and verbal accounts into understandings of spatial practice. Decoding 

information through maps will facilitate the tracing and analyzing of spatial transformation due to acts of 

resistance that entailed new spatial patterns and political changes. The two phases were implemented through 

using the three main steps recommended by Yin and Feagin based on an understanding on the nature of the 

research, defining and designing the work plan for the case study, preparing and collecting data and conducting 

an action plan for the case study and: analyzing the work results achieved and establishing recommendations 

for future work. 60 In addition to that, principles of data collection are considered throughout the multiple 

sources of evidence, which together, create a database of case studies, and maintain a chain of thought and 

analysis.   

 

 

 

 

Figure 1.15: Research Activities (Source: By the Researcher) 

                                                           
60 Yin, R.K. (1984) and Feagin, Joe R., Orum, Anthony M. & Sjoberg, Gideon (red.) (1991). A Case for the case study. Chapel Hill: University of 

North Carolina Press. 
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Tahrir Square during occupation and political actions in framework.  
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spatial practices from visual accounts). 

Narrations and 
Observations and 

Scrutinizing 

Exploring documented narratives about 18 days in Tahrir Square. 

Implementing unstructured interviews and tracing influencing 
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A systematic classification of socio-spatial patterns and distribution of 
activities on daily intervals through the 5 main themes.  

Developing a visual narration of the development of the spatial 
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chronologically.  

Generating a matrix of analytical maps according to 5 main themes. 

Analyzing the evidences of each theme separately and the dynamics 
and changing location of activities due to spatial and political 
influences.  

Findings  Developing the research findings.  



19 
 

1.7. Scope and Limitation  

 
      The study mainly encompassed layers of complexity within the production of significan t urban revolts in 

public space during uprising. It examines the quick pace by which public space was reshaped and reproduced 

as spaces for resistance and confronting the traditional State power and control. These processes and patterns 

have yet to be empirically and systematically investigated. The work in this thesis will not go beyond : studying 

and analysing the dynamics of activities and changes of Tahrir Square while adapting to its role as space for 

politics and resistances through five themes; implementating theoretical dynamic model for reconceptualization 

of public space by tracing spatial practices that appeared in sudden and short period of time; and show ing the 

feasibility of decoding by mapping and analysing these patterns of interaction, social  behaviours and use of the 

space within the spatial order and physical characteristics during Egyptian revolution in Tahrir Square during  

eighteen days. The research will be developed without getting deep in religiou s politics field or political 

objectives of the regime during the time. No social theories about the new society wi ll be introduced by the 

research. 
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Figure 1.1: Mapping and Identifying Strategic Protest Routes for Civil Resistance An Analysis of Opti mal 

Approaches to Tahrir Square. (Source: 

https://wikis.uit.tufts.edu/confluence/download/attachments/44798842/HeinzelmanPosterFINAL.pdf?ver sion=1

&modificationDate=1304954223000)  

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://wikis.uit.tufts.edu/confluence/download/attachments/44798842/HeinzelmanPosterFINAL.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1304954223000
https://wikis.uit.tufts.edu/confluence/download/attachments/44798842/HeinzelmanPosterFINAL.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1304954223000
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Figure 1.2: Avenue Habib Bourguiba  in Tunisia, Tunis. (Source: Google earth) 

 

 

 

Figure 1.3: Avenue Habib Bourguiba  !ÐÙËɀÚɯÝÐÌÞȭɯȹ2ÖÜÙÊÌȯɯ

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avenue_Habib_Bourguiba#mediaviewer/File :TunisAveHabibBourguiba.jpg ) 
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Figure 1.4: Tunisia Unrest 14 Jan 2011 in Avenue Habib  Bourguiba in downtown Tunis. (S ource: 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avenue_Habib_Bourguiba#mediaviewer/File:Tunisia_Unrest_ -_VOA_-

_Tunis_14_Jan_2011_(2).jpg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


